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body commenced to say (p. 111) that deponent intended to run away
with the galleys. When Captain [Alonso] Bravo Hidalgo de Monte-
mayor and Diego Caro and the rest heard this, they came to tell
deponent and sought him out on the wharf, where he was overseeing
the embarkation of necessary things, and said to him: 'Sir, what is
this? The whole city is disturbed, for it is said that you are preparing
to leave with the galleys. If this is true then they will go into the
country and abandon the city.' To which deponent replied: 'I am
not sending supplies on board the galleys with the intention of
ninning away with them, but because when we are fighting the
enemy neither the galleys nor we who remain on land can attend to
the business of lading these supplies. In any event, they are better off
on board the galleys. But come, let us go to where the governor is
and there we will apply a remedy to this situation.' When they had
come before the governor, I said: 'The people of the city are agitated
because they have seen me lading supplies into the galleys, and they
say that I am preparing to run off and so desert them. It would be a
good thing if your honour would officially summon all the people of
the city to meet tomorrow and speak to them all, in general.'
Deponent (p. 112) agreed to accompany the governor and also
address the people and assure them that their suspicion was un-
founded; and it was so done.
An official summons was issued and the people met next day and
deponent even brought out all the galleys' soldiers and marshalled
them before the cathedral that the people of the city might see them
and be encouraged by them. Then each company by itself was
called into the church and the governor began to talk to them,
telling them that the enemy was near, and for them to fight like
Spaniards, and not to imagine that the galleys would leave the
harbour or this deponent fail to stand by them on land, as had been
agreed. When the governor had finished his address deponent spoke
to them, saying: 'Gentlemen, the hour has come or is drawing nigh
in which to keep your word so frequently pledged to nie to fight like
good fellows for Christ's faith and for our king and homes. For I will
keep my word which I have given you to die or to live with you, and
I herewith again pledge it to you, for it has been so determined from
the beginning.' They all replied (p. 113) that they were resolved to
fight and die for God's religion and their king, and deponent said,
further: 'Gentlemen, if any man among you feel himself unable or
disinclined to fight, I beg him to tell me so, openly or in private, and
I give him my word of a gentleman to bring him out of the city
and to give him money for his journey.' To which all replied that